PROVINCIAL GRAND CHAPTER 1886

Companions:

I would hore that by now you have all had time *. rucover
from.the surprise and sense of shockK which rece> attackK: an
freemasonry may have induced, particularlyJ;;:::~éEEED $O 'rces we
have every right to feel should at least be sympathatic to our
ideals. Many of those who have jelnet in +1%en may have been
well-meaning according to their 'ights’ rno { have been misinformed
and iome, I fear, have bcén gelib~rately misleading, not alsays
without ulterior mut've, There . as even at times been an air, of
gloating 'in some quar’e's where one might have cxpcci.d
understana ng or at 'e\st compassion. For our part, uwe have tried
to mtet ou.r detric.ors with reason and explanation and, may I say,
w'th a chuira*: they have not always extended to wus’; wuwe can

N
reasonably feel that we have “answered their questions even if they

have elected not to hear. MNow it is time to take stockK and lookK

ahead.



I think that we at least have learnt something from all the
fuss. We have been forced to look dispassionately at a part of
our lives which has meant, and does mean much to each of us and, I
believe, come to the conclusion that we have nothing of importance
for which to reproach ourselves other ﬁhan perhaps too grea. a
tendency to be reticent about our membership of +the Ci>7‘%Y and
about: its aims and principles, -something which 3~ ise. from our
wish to enjoy the privacy normally exfended to private cliuds and
gather ings. Perhaps our oun reticence hzs .na~ed been one reason
why some of our critics may have fr(t ¢chat (e have something
discreditable to hide.

In some matters such a: tre pe:r ~1‘ ies and that of the second
word in our ouwn Order i\ may.b\ expedient to take some action.

/

But now I belicue i. is tir: 2+ r us to Put these things behind - us

in order to thi.K and plan constructively for the future, thougﬁ'

remenbe. iny with arititude the work done by our leaders who have

I'>bcured s n.rC on our behalf, and encouraging them to continue

\heir e fo' ts., We can safely leave to them matters of high policy

A}

such as public relations and dofour part by acting according to

the tenets of our Craft. Nevertheless, while taking stock it will

Wi



be as well to think about basic principles and each of us should

Qud$
maKeAcertain that he is quite clear in his own mind about what

those principles are, with particular reference in our case to
this Ord;r.

On what basis then are we to .bulld our future as a
fraternity? Surely on that which over so many vears has . ought
the message of brotherly love, relief and truth t~ (B all. ]
that respect nothing has changed, exéept Pperhaps that wo nave
rightly checked any tendency there may  Fa'e been to blur the

boundar ies between freemasonry and re(igiun about thich I spokKe to

you at our Convocation last vear.

We stand firm theﬁ,on (we basic poin.iples’s never interfering

with a Brother's relicecicus be]fe{s bit refusing to admit +to our
/ s

fraternity anyc-e wi does w0t confess a belief in a Supreme

Being’s requirinrg a hich standard of morality from every Brother’'

inculca inj the ' ‘riues of compassion, benevolence and charity

towirds noct 0,1 our own members but all mankK ind? dropping the

1rar of syrepathy over the fat{ings of a Brother and pouring the
N

healing balm of consolation into the bosom of the afflicted.

But for Companions of this Order .ther. is more. We are



reminded every time we enter a Royal Arch Chapter of the framauork
in which the teachings of the Order are sat, because there, in the
centre of the Temple, stands the altar on which is the Ineffable
Name of God which is the first word of a Royal Arch mason, placed
on the emblem of eternity. Our detractors have pointed ta <the
existence of an altar as evidence of the practice of a ,e)igion,
once again misunderstanding us either wilful . or trerouls
ignorance. It is of course no such thing; it «s. a coninlar to
each of us that a Royal Arch Companion iewns the ’~ssons of the
Craft in the 1light of eternity r \ther than of this wuworldly
existence’s that he is taught *hesefor; t. r..erence his God and
practise his religion. Uha- '.ame c\%“e. than altar should ue give
to that which uphold.'tna In;ffable Name, a Name which as you ,And
our crtti;s well ‘now is de-ived from the Bible?

The verv shape of the altar has this message for us. xi
repra.e;.*s a doub’e cube of wrought stone, that is, a perfect
as> ar; for i is not only a stone of which each side is a square
ithat c;n e a perfect ashlar the term applies to any stone which

has been worked and smoothed ready for its place in the building.

We are all familiar with the words used- in the Lectures and in the

Y



Explanation of the First Tracing Board to describe it,-'a stone of
a true die or square, fit only to be tried by the square and

compasses'. So to the speculative mason the perfect ashlar

represents, in the words of the ritual, 'a regular well-spent 1life
in acts of piety and virtue', since the square represents moralicy
while the compasses remind us of the justice of TGAOTU.

Only on such a stone, and on the emblem of etern’'\v, can .e
presume to place the Ineffabld Name’ and we show .ur respe-t and
feuerenCQ.bv gestures which seal our fidel‘*y to the teachings of
our Creator in whatever form we worsaip Hin. while humbly
acknouledging that we are not wo: thy co look 4PHOn Him.

The altar, then, epitonjces the d.ffi.rence betwueen the Craft
and the Royal Arch, at o.ce uﬁited 1> the Master Mason's degree

»
vet separfted b, tha. which ma Ks the difference betuween broté.r
and compani-n, “ur insistence that every part of our earthly
pilgrimige s cor“iiioned and governed by the eternity in which it
iz 1ramed. r d so it is,that as in life you do not choose your

brother %“u’” do select your friend, so in ‘'pure Antient Masonry',

A}

though you come into a fraternity where you may not Knou "all the

brethren of the Lodge you enter’and you .certainly will have little



‘Knouledge of what to expect, you are admitted into a Chapter among
companions you will already Know, and with a basic Knowledge of
Freemasonry. We as Companions of this Order are of course anxious
to bring brethren into its companionship. We must however be sure
that those whom we would seek to 1nttpducc will in due t me
appreciate the serious side of its teachings. Many a brot ., wmill
come forward for exaltation because the sense of 17 <s a~d fal’ur>
which are endemic in the Third Degree'- the los:  of thre seruine
secrets and the death of Hiram = leave " Fi1» with a feeling of
dissatisfaction, and because he is tc d *.aat thcr venuine secreats
are to be learnt in the Chapter. He u}ll on ¥ remain to learn thg

deaper meaning of our teach;ws/lf he f1°d5 himself truly accepted

as a Companion and ir . \ 3appy 9 thering. We do have a serious
/7

- &

message in the :"yxl Archs (ut we can still learn from the Craft
. aﬁd striv> %o Junite in the grand design of beins haprpy and
gommun*c;fius hezer inuss', - and remember, Companions; that vyou
ca.,.m7t acrh.tve the one without the other. As I have often said to
yuu bef;.', enjoy your Masonryy by doing so you will be helping

others not only to enjoy, but also to understand it, both in the

Craft and the Royal Arch.



Now, Companions, - and what a privilege it is to address you
by that name - nouw nothing remains before we close this meeting

but on behalf of all three Principals and my Deputy to wish you

God-speed on your Jjourney home and a happy and successful time in

yvyour Chapters in the coming session.



